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Standing Committee on Uniform Legislation and Statutes Review — Fifty-fourth Report —  
“Annual Report 2009” 

Resumed from 9 September 2010. 

Motion 
Hon LIZ BEHJAT: I move — 

That the report be noted. 

I rise tonight to speak to the fifty-fourth report of the Standing Committee on Uniform Legislation and Statutes 
Review, “Annual Report 2009”. I am not sure whether the deputy chairman of the committee, Hon Nigel Hallett, 
might want to add some comments to what I am going to say. This report spans two Parliaments—the thirty-
seventh and thirty-eighth Parliaments. As members will know, I was not around in the thirty-seventh Parliament. 
I would like to make mention of those members who were present for half the time considered by this report. 
Hon Brian Ellis was a member of the committee at that time; he is still with us, of course. Hon Sheila Mills, who 
has gone on to other things, was on the committee at that time. In the thirty-eighth Parliament, the committee 
was reformed with Hon Adele Farina, who was also in the thirty-seventh Parliament, as chairman. Hon Nigel 
Hallett is the deputy chairman. I came on board on 4 June 2009. Hon Helen Bullock joined us from 2009, but, of 
course, since then Hon Helen Bullock has gone to the Joint Standing Committee on Delegated Legislation. The 
report does, as I say, span two Parliaments. 

The annual report merely sets out in short form the work that the Standing Committee on Uniform Legislation 
and Statutes Review does. The report outlines the terms of reference and how bills are determined to be uniform 
under standing order 230A. 

Hon Michael Mischin: Will you take an interjection? 

Hon LIZ BEHJAT: If I have to, yes. I have a bit of time, I think! 

Hon Michael Mischin: When was this report tabled? 

Hon LIZ BEHJAT: This report was tabled on 9 September 2010. 

Hon Michael Mischin: So, before 18 November 2010? 

Hon LIZ BEHJAT: It was before 18 November on the Gregorian calendar. Yes, indeed it was. Does that satisfy 
the member? 

Hon Michael Mischin: It does; thank you. 

Hon LIZ BEHJAT: Excellent. 

In this report, the committee draws the attention of the Legislative Council to reports 19 and 23 of the former 
Standing Committee on Uniform Legislation and General Purposes, which contain a useful summary of the 
various materials that may constitute or evidence an intergovernmental agreement and the range of structures 
that uniform legislation may take. Members of the chamber might like to go to the more up-to-date reports 63 
and 64, which I think were tabled today. Those reports also go through those structures and how the uniform 
legislation committee looks at bills that are referred to it.  

During 2009, the committee tabled nine reports. Two of the bills dealt with in those reports are the National Gas 
Access (WA) Bill 2008, and the Child Exploitation Material and Classification Legislation Amendment Bill 
2009. The interesting thing to note about the Child Exploitation Material and Classification Legislation 
Amendment Bill is that the committee in the thirty-seventh Parliament ran out of time to look at that bill in its 
entirety as much as it would have liked to have done, and therefore it tabled a report that did not provide close 
detail as to what was contained in that bill. Then, in the thirty-eighth Parliament, the bill was re-referred to the 
committee; and when I came onto the committee, we had a second look at the Child Exploitation Material and 
Classification Legislation Amendment Bill and put out a very good report on that bill. This was another of those 
reports that this committee puts out that made very sensible amendments—and, when the amendments matter, 
they get taken up by the government. But only the ones that matter—some of them do not matter! I understand!  

Some of the other reports that were tabled in 2009 were report 37, “National Environment Protection Council 
(Western Australia) Amendment Bill”; report 38, “First Home Owner Grant Amendment Bill”; and report 39, 
“Statutes (Repeals and Minor Amendments) Bill 2009”. The Statutes (Repeals and Minor Amendments) Bill is 
one of those omnibus bills that come to this committee twice a year. Members will remember the most recent 
one, where I think we took the Miners’ Phthisis Act off the statute book. Report 40 was on the Cross-border 
Justice Amendment Bill. Report 41 was on the Child Exploitation Material and Classification Legislation 
Amendment Bill. That is the one I spoke about that was in report 36, and that came back to us and we then put it 
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back as report 41. Report 42 was on the Professional Standards Amendment Bill. Report 43 was on the Arson 
Legislation Amendment Bill.  

As members can see, a wide range of bills comes before the committee. But they all come to the committee for 
one reason—that is, there is some uniformity attached to those bills. The difficulty of course for the committee is 
sometimes the identification of what constitutes uniform legislation. It is getting harder and harder by the day, 
when we do not have COAG communiqués coming out all that often, to identify what those intergovernmental 
agreements are. Our President in fact delivered a very good paper on this in Darwin, at a conference that he 
attended. The title of that paper was, in part, “When a Nod and a Wink Amounts to an Intergovernmental 
Agreement”. That is sometimes what we see—a nod and a wink; it is an IGA, and therefore there is some 
uniformity. But it is very hard to determine what those agreements are. So that certainly is going to be an 
ongoing challenge. I know that some amendments to our standing orders might be proposed, and that, too, might 
present some challenges in relation to uniform bills. But that probably is a debate for another day. 

In the course of preparing this annual report, there were some inquiries into bills that had commenced within the 
reporting period but had not concluded. We have obviously since done that. Two of those bills were the Criminal 
Code Amendment (Identity Crime) Bill, and the Working with Children (Criminal Record Checking) 
Amendment Bill. Another of those bills was the Approvals and Related Reforms (No. 1) (Environment) Bill. I 
am certain Hon Donna Faragher remembers that bill quite well. The committee did an incredibly long, and quite 
substantial, report on the approvals process. Another of those bills was the Rail Safety Bill. Finally, there was the 
Petroleum and Energy Legislation Amendment Bill. I think the Leader of the House and Minister for Mines and 
Petroleum himself made comments about that committee report and commended the committee for the work it 
had done, and for the matters it had picked up on that had not been picked up on by his department. So he was 
most grateful for the work done by the uniform legislation committee on that particular bill. He is a big supporter 
of the work that the uniform legislation committee does, I know, and long may he continue to be a big supporter 
of the uniform legislation committee is what I can say!  

We do a lot of very good work on that committee. I will conclude with those few words. As I said, other reports 
are coming up later that have been tabled more recently than this one. I can speak more about the uniform 
legislation committee and the work we do and the structures we use when we look at things, but I will leave this 
as it is. I commend the “Annual Report 2009”, the fifty-fourth report of the Standing Committee on Uniform 
Legislation and Statutes Review. It is absolutely required reading for all members of the house.  

Question put and passed.  
 


